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A  LETTER 


ADDRESSED 


TO 


THE  LEGISLATURE 


VACCINATION. 


I 


MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


Among  the  various  subjects 
calculated  to  excite  the  Public  attention, 
there  is  probably  none  more  interesting  to 
the  cause  of  Humanity,  or  the  feelings  of 
Parents,  than  the  one  upon  which  I  now 
beg  leave  to  address  you ; — and  for  which  I 


presume   an  apology  to  be  unnecossai'v, 
since  it  must  be  coLisIcIered  as  falling  under 
the  copnizance  of  the  Legislature :  from 
the  Discovery  having  received  its  sanction, 
by  the  reward  and  approbation  bestowed 
upon  its  Founder,  the  philauthropic  Dr. 
Jenner, — to  whom  this  Country  and  the 
World  at  large   are  so  much  indebted. 
Many  of  you  can  be  no  strangers  to  the 
reported  failures  of  this  great  discovery — 
Vaccination — in  several  parts  of  this  king- 
dom ;   more  particularly  at  the  present 
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iinie,  and  which  is  the  case  in  my  own 
immediate  neighbourhood.  A  few  years 
since  a  siiiiilar  icironmslance  took  place 
at  llingwood,  in  Hampshire;  the  ill 
effects  of  which  were  entirely  counteracted^ 
by  the  prompt  and  spirited  interference  of 
the  Medical  Men  in  that  neighbourhood: 
but  the  affair  has  now  assumed  a  more 
serious  aspect,  and  I  iim  sorry  to  observe 
the  minds  of  many  well-infornieB ' Persons 
becoming  sceptical  in  their  confidence  as 
to  the  good  effects  of  Vaccination,  in  its 
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prevention  of  that  loathsome  and  frequently 
so  fatal  Pest  the  small  Pox.    Unless  there- 
fore the  Public  Mind  am  be  set  at  rest 
upon  this  most  important  subject  by  the 
result  of  a  due  inquiry,  and  the  avowed 
opinion  of  the  Medical  Professors  given 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature ;  the 
most  alarming  consequences  may  be  anti- 
cipated.   Upon  a  subject  involving  such  a 
difference  of  opinion,   I  think  every  one 
must  admit  that  it  becomes  indispensably 
necessary  to  guard  against  a  bias  which 
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would  be  the  means  of  cansino;  confluent 
Small  Pox  to  spring  up  again  in  its  worst 
form — as  the  objection  to  Vaccination  if 
suffered  to  gain  ground^  and  the  discoun- 
tenance of  the  Profession  to  Small  Pox 
inoculation  (from  a  just  opinion  of^  and 
confidence  in  the  former) ;  could  not  fail  to 
give  rise  to  it— and  thereby  endanger  the 
comfort  of  the  whole  Community. 

I  cannot  advance  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  necessity  for  this  appeal  to 
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you,  than  a  letter  having  (in  consequence 
I  presume  of  these  reported  failures)  lately 
appeared  in  one  of  ^he  Newspapers  with 
PfJr^i  Jenner's  signature. 

^^  Prompted  hy  strong  feel- 

ings  of  interest  in  the  subject j  bpth;  as  it 
regards  my  own  Profession,  and  the  Public 
at  larse,  and  beins;  myself  a  Parent;  I 
have  the  strongest  inducement  to  encourage 
mv  tlius  venturino;  to  ari-est  your  attention, 
<and  solicit  your  interference  on  a  subject 


of  such  vital  importance  to  the  rising  ge- 
neration— from  a  firm  conviction  that 
something  ,  is  now  required  to  allay  a  par- 
tial anxiety,  which  may  otherwise  lead  to 
an  almost  general  disapprobation  on  the 
part  of  the  Lower  Classes,  to  probably  one 
of  the  greatest  benefits  and  blessings,  which 
the  healing  art  has  ever  discovered  or  be- 
stowed. 

Whether  Vaccination  prove 
in  all   cases  a  sure  preventive  of  Small 
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Fox,  or  whether  in  some,  that  Disease 
may  have  followed  in  a  more  mitigated 
form — -still  the  great  advantages  resulting 
from  it  must  be  apparent :  but  as  this  Let- 
ter is  addressed  with  a  view  to  court  In- 
quiry, I  wish  to  avoid  adding  any  remarks 
which  would  more  justly  belong  to  a 
Medical  Essay. 

lo  ! 

To  you  then,  as  Guardians 
t)f  the  Public  Welfare,  I  beg  leave  to 
make  this  appeal,  fi'oni  a  sincere  belief  (hat 
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whatever  is  in  any  way  coiraected  tliere- 
witli  you  will  not  li  deem  unworthy  your 
consideration .-r-+r^i  li«fn  fully  aware  of  the 
dilSculty  of  legislaiiiig;  ujwn  this;  as  well 
as  many  other  points^  but  I  would  beg 
leave' to  observe^  that  had  some  Law  been 
enacted  at  the  ■  time  of  'the  Discovery  re- 
ceiving your  approbation  and  reward,  to 
restrain  the  spread  of  variolous  contagion^ 
or  otherwise  support  ,'Valccination^  by  such 
measures  as  might  to  .  the  wisdom  of  Par- 
liament have  appeared  fitting — that  this 
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virulent  Pest  wou^W  4^u*0:*Wc«'pi'iKcj pally 
if  not  wholly  exterijiir:atcd. — And  wlicii 
Ave  look  at  the;  ^  atUant ages  resulting  to 
other  Countries  froiir  their  adoption  and 
strong  countenance  of  Vaccination,  it  be- 
comes matter  of  serious  regret  that  tlie 
one  \yhich  hag  to  ,l)oast  this  valuable  dis- 
covery should  enjoy  them  only  in  a  partial 
degree. 

loiiBniooaV 

'hanrf        I-J^^i^Mthefefore  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  <o  submit  to  your  con- 
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sideration  the  necessity  foi*  an  Investigation 
of  these  reported  fai  hi  res  of  Vaccination, 
by  which  the  BiibM  confidence  ' in^  the 
subject  woukl  be  restosyed and  this  I  beer 
farther  to  submit  might  be  done  either  in 
a  Committee  appointed  by  you^  or  by  a 
Ileiwrt  from  the  Medical  Profession=^  ob- 


*  And  to  whom  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  submitting  Vaccination  to  a  full  test,  by 
inoculating  (where  ^^^d^i^^ib|e)  some  hundreds  or 
thousands  of  Persons  with  Small  Pox  who  have 
been  previously  and  many  years  since  Vaccinated. 
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tained  under  jour  direction,  including  Re- 
ports from  tlie  various  Districts  in  which 

failures  have  taken  place. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

With  great  deference  and  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
J.  TAYLOR,  M.  D. 

Physician  Extraordinary  to  H.  B.  H.  the 
Duke  of  Clarence. 

Clifton,  March  12,  1821. 


pniNTEl)   DV   n.  IllGMAN^ 
8,  New  Boiul-slreeij  Kath. 
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